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Fall quarter has been unlike any we students have seen before at Western Washington University. We’ve 
been hampered behind COVID-19 lockdowns and restrictions. This has radically shifted how the Newman 
Center encounters students.   

Those on campus have had their lives changed the most. There are practically zero in-person activities 
happening on campus. Dining halls are only open for us to pick up food, and students are confined to their 
dorms most of the time. There is no way to socialize in person on campus. Western’s campus, normally full  
and welcoming, is empty and foreboding. Those living in the Bellingham area off campus aren’t much 
better off.  

Almost all classes are online. Our time is spent staring at screens for online classes, pre-recorded lectures or 
electronic homework. Being a student this quarter means all work is completed electronically and virtually. 
We only know our professors and peers through screens. It’s a lonely way to be.   

The Newman Center has been a beacon of hope in these troubling times. In addition to its usual operation, 
the sharing of Jesus Christ with students, the Newman Center has provided us community when we’ve 
needed it most this quarter. We are tremendously grateful for the Newman Center, both for the sacraments 
and, even more than usual, the community.   

Mass is available every Wednesday and Sunday at Sacred Heart, where we’ve held our events this quarter. 
Students put on their masks and step inside. A check-in table awaits us in the annex. We give our name and 
phone number, answer a symptom questionnaire, apply hand sanitizer, and are shown to a socially-distant 
seat. While the rest of the quarter has changed so much, the opportunity to attend Mass, to receive the 
sacraments and to pray in the presence of our Lord has been a true gift and one of the only constants in our 
lives. We praise God for His great love and how it has been shown through the Newman Center.    

We long for a return to a more normal operation, yet joyfully report that we are still fully (and safely) 
operational in these difficult times, participating in Christ’s ministry to college students. This Fall 2020 
edition of our newsletter seeks to show you what the Fall has been like for students at WWU and to give 
you encouragement and hope 
in the times to come!  

In Christ,  

2020-21  

Peer Ministry Team 

THE STUDENT EXPERIENCE — COVID STYLE 



Father Ross and the Sacred Heart staff were tremendously generous in offering Sacred Heart Parish as a location 

available for the Newman Center to use. Mass was available each Sunday and Wednesday with enough space to 

have all Newman students present safely. Father Ross was also generous enough to offer space at Sacred Heart’s 

normal daily Masses to students as well. It has been an absolute blessing to have Mass offered so frequently for 

our students during this time of great uncertainty and worry.   

Eucharistic Adoration and confession were available particularly for students before Mass Sundays and at 

Wednesday Newman Nights. We were also invited to join Sacred Heart’s open hours for Adoration and to come 

to confession at times normally slated for Sacred Heart. Father is not only an excellent confessor, but further 

gave us so many opportunities to experience the forgiveness of God.  

With the new addition to the Fisher family (Emma Fisher is our Director of Campus Ministry) we were able to 

witness the baptism of their thirdborn child! This would have been special as a stand-alone event but was even 

more special because it occurred on All Saints Day!   
Two Newman catechumens, Anthony Meza and 

Eoin Tyrrell, were confirmed during Sunday Mass 

at Sacred Heart with Auxiliary Bishop 

Mueggenborg on November 8th. These students 

were prepared through the Newman Center’s Rite 

of Christian Initiation for Adults program during 

the 2019-20 school year. Prior to the pandemic, 

these students were planning to receive 

confirmation in May. Though it was six months 

later than expected, these catechumens were finally 

able to receive the fullness of the Holy Spirit in 

confirmation. We are so grateful for the availability 

of the sacraments!  

Top : Students participating in Sunday 

mass,  at Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

Middle : The first student arrives and 

awaits the beginning of  Mass.  

Right: The baptism itself ! Godparents, 

Fr. Joseph Altenhofen and Sarah Gremer.   

Far Right: Mollie Evelyn Fisher—on the 

night of  her baptism!  

SACRAMENTAL OFFERINGS 

Confirmation is an often-overlooked sacrament. To some it might simply feel like a nice tradition 
for coming-of-age Catholics, and in our culture, it is the last of the sacraments of initiation to be received. 
But this does not diminish its significance. When the words “Be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit” are 
spoken and the chrism oil is anointed, there is an unrepeatable, indelible mark made to someone’s soul. 
This profoundly beautiful mystery happens with each confirmation in the history of the Church and it did 
for a few of our students just a few weeks ago!  

Back in the spring, the Newman’s catechumens were left uncertain when they might receive this 
sacrament. But at long last, on November 8th, two of our students along with two local high 
schoolers were confirmed. Before the Mass began, the sound of Bishop Meuggenborg’s crozier striking 
the floor echoed mightily through the church, and we knew it would be a truly special evening. We were 
grateful to be able to have his Excellency join us to celebrate the sacraments during these times. He 
delivered a powerful homily on the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the cruciality of our cooperation with 
God’s will in our lives — great things to hear just before being confirmed and to carry with in the journey 
of life.  

After Mass, we joined in the Sacred Heart Hall for socially distanced, celebratory hot chocolate. Bishop 
Mueggenborg also ventured  across the street to spend some more time with the students. Many 
congratulations and smiles behind masks were shared. The lead-up to confirmation might feel like 
a long process — especially this year. But the actual confirmation happens so suddenly (and powerfully 
when done by Bishop Meuggenborg). BOOM and it’s over… but this sacrament will affect our recently 
confirmed and, all of us, the rest of their lives.— Justin Hecht (Home Parish — St. Andrew, Sumner) 

Top: Anthony Meza being confirmed, and his family.  
Bottom: Eoin Tyrell being confirmed and his sponsor, Luke Wall.  

CONFIRMATION 



 
NEWMAN NIGHTS 
We were so blessed to be able to have Newman Nights in person this quarter! Father Ross and Sacred Heart 
parishioners generously allowed us to use the church and parish hall. This meant we could maintain social 
distancing and still provide evenings for students! Wednesday nights started out in the church with Mass and 
continued across the street at the parish hall for COVID-friendly dinner and a talk, followed by our return to 
the church to see our Lord in Holy Adoration and confession. Michelle Byrnes and Kim Walker went above 
and beyond offering up their time and skills to prepare single-serve dinners for our students. They catered 
dinners to feast days and holidays, complete with beautiful, themed center pieces and food.  All of these small 
touches added up. Many of our students only had interaction with others on Wednesday Newman Nights and 
Sunday Mass. We are so thankful for Michelle and Kim for helping us to love on all of the students!  

After dinner, we had a series of talks to help us grow in faith. Our first talk was given by Taylor Thompson, 
one of the full-time missionaries on campus. She spoke on encountering the Lord , and specifically 
encountering Him through prayer. Our Peer Minister of Liturgy, Michael Schacher, gave our second talk 
on the beauty of prayer. These complimented each other and were great first talks as they led the students 
right into Adoration. There, they could immediately apply what they had heard. Our third talk was on how to 
vote with a Catholic conscience, and we were blessed to have Father Moore from Assumption come and 
speak with us. This was especially helpful to students in the following weeks as they cast their ballots in the 
election. We were also blessed to have Councilman Nate Nehring as a guest speaker and hear about his 
experiences being a Catholic on the Snohomish County Council. Students left with a better idea of how to live 
out their faith and be a witness to our Lord in the professional setting. It’s even more special when it comes 
from a recent alumni!  

We love to have the Religious Sisters of Mercy come and visit! This quarter Sister Peter Miriam gave a talk on 
Eucharistic miracles, and it helped us deepen our love for Christ’s body. Kevin Ward, the missionary team 
director gave the next talk. He inspired us to strive for sainthood with his talk on modern-day saints.  Our last 
Newman Night speaker was Deacon Eric Paige and it was a treat to have him visit! What a wonderful talk on 
marriage, family life, and discerning your vocation. The last two Newman Nights of the quarter had to be 
adjusted in regard to the governor's mandate, BUT with some creative thinking we were still able to safely 
have Adoration, confession, Mass, and to-go 
dinner  boxes for students!  

With the COVID-19 virus, we did not 
think in-person Newman Nights would be 
possible this quarter. However, God 
provided! We are so thankful to have been 
able to receive the sacraments on 
Wednesday nights, and so grateful to 
those at Sacred Heart, Michelle, Kim, our 
incredible guest speakers, and everyone 
who made it possible.  Plus, for those 
students who were unable to be with us in 
person, Zoom was available for them to 
take part in the evening as well. Thanks be 
to God! 

Fall Quarter Continued 

Newman Night Talks 
Encountering the Lord—Taylor Thompson (Missionary) 

The Beauty of Prayer—Michael Schacher (Peer Minister) 

How to Vote with a Catholic Conscience—Fr. Moore (Local Priest) 

Catholic in Practice—County Councilman Nate Nehring (Alumni) 

Eucharistic Miracles—Sr. Peter Miriam (Religious Sisters of Mercy) 

Sainthood (Carlo Acutis)— Kevin Ward (Missionary) 

Marriage & Family Life—Deacon Eric Paige (Seattle Archdiocese Dir. of 
Marriage & Family Life) 

Thanksgiving To-Go Box!  

Classy Christmas To-Go Box! 

Left: Students during 
Benediction  
 

Middle: Peer Ministers  
 

Right: Francie, a 
student, picking up her 
Classy  
Christmas to-go dinner! 

Above — Students in Adoration following the Newman Night talk.  

Michael — PM of Liturgy opening the windows  
of the church to increase airflow prior to Mass. The first student arrives and waits for Mass to begin. Adoration of the Eucharist 

Thanksgiving to-go Boxes! 



BIBLE STUDIES 
Bible studies at the Newman Center have been in full force this quarter. There are 35 students involved in seven 

bible studies, with both missionaries and students leading. These Bible studies meet once a week and cover various 

content centered around scripture and help to develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Through bible 

studies, missionaries and student leaders begin sharing the joy of the gospel, building them up in the knowledge and 

practice of the Catholic faith and investing deeply in the students’ lives.  

Bible studies begin with the study leader opening in prayer and helping to set the tone. Next, there is usually some 

form of a check-in, for example, highs, lows, and God moments of the week. The leader will then present the 

content for the week. They will read through a chapter of the Bible and ask the group questions for discussion on 

the deeper meanings and how it relates to them personally. After discussing the content, the leader will then close in 

prayer. The ultimate goal of Bible studies are for the students to learn more about the Catholic faith, develop a 

personal relationship with Jesus Christ, and desire to make Him the center of their lives, all while forming 

community and fellowship.   

“For the word of  God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the 
division of  soul and spirit, of  joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions 

of  the heart.” – Hebrews 4:12  

I have been immensely blessed by the community I have found in Bible studies 

during my time at Western. Freshman year, I was invited into a Bible study led 

by one of the FOCUS missionaries, Alex, and I have been in a Bible study ever 

since, I recently started leading my own Bible study with girls from my soccer 

team. I cannot say enough about the goodness that has been made manifest 

through spending time with other girls and discussing our individual struggles 

and joys while striving to follow the Lord more closely. Connection at the 

individual level is a vital part of building up the Church, participating in Bible 

studies has strengthened the bonds of faith and affection between individuals, 

which has spread out to the Newman community and beyond. Moreover, as we spend time together reading Scripture 

and steeping ourselves in the word of God, His promise that “for where two or three are gathered in my name, there I am in the 

midst of them” has brought the Holy Spirit into the midst of our time and led to fruitful conversation and growth in 

faith. Through Bible studies, I have witnessed conversion in my own heart and the hearts of those around me. 

Obviously, if we truly desire relationship with God, solely attending Bible study is inadequate—but it can be a solid 

foundation to expand upon. As a result of joining a Bible study (and being intentionally invested in outside of Bible 

study as well), girls have returned to the sacraments begun the habit of daily prayer and encountered the love of God 

in a deeper way. The Author of Life reveals His truth beauty and goodness to us through Sacred Scripture, and as St. 

Paul noted in Hebrews, the Word is alive (if we give it the power to be)! Ultimately, we are all called to give ourselves 

to Christ as He has given Himself totally for us, and this call has been embraced by numerous Bible study attendees, 

which is a great grace! Please continue to pray for all those who are invited to Bible studies on Western’s campus. 

Attending a Bible study is a great way to begin the journey towards the Source of authentic love, for which countless 

souls are thirsting. As St. Augustine famously said, “You have made us for Yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in 

You.” —Claire Henninger (Home Parish — St. Joseph, Sequim) 

BIBLE STUDIES — A STUDENT PERSPECTIVE 

This quarter we were able to introduce a new program for 

students, Diving Deeper. This class runs every other Friday and 

is taught by our Peer Minister of Liturgy, Michael Schacher. 

Diving Deeper is for students who want to explore deeper into 

the Church’s teachings and understand more fully their faith. It 

has been a blessing to have Michael and guest speakers 

facilitate a deeper theological conversation  among students.  

The Topics of  Diving Deeper 
Foundations of  the Faith 
Freedom & Omniscience 

The Eucharist  
Sin  

Speech 

“Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain it.” (Psalm 139:6)  
 

As the fall quarter comes to a close and the holiday season 

quickens, it is all too easy to lose sight of the unchanging God 

amidst the seemingly exhaustless change that demands our 

attention. Due dates approach, trips home are planned and the 

seasons march on without ever asking us if we’re ready. Yet, over 

all these worries, Christ stands with arms open, offering us the rest 

that our restless hearts seek, as St. Augustine lovingly teaches 

us. Following Augustine, then, we rest in the Lord, and what we 

find in Him is as astonishing now as it was for the great saint some 

1600 years ago: it is a changeless beauty that has entered into our 

weariness and invites us into eternal rest. It is this same boundless, 

awe-inspiring mystery that Diving Deeper has sought to enter. 

Every other week, brave explorers in the Faith have placed 

themselves in a position to have their minds and 

hearts both changed and challenged by the depths of the ever-

greater God. Setting as their foundation the bottomless wealth of 

God’s revelation to Moses from the burning bush, “I AM THAT I 

AM,” they have inquired into many facets of the divine mystery, such as: free-will, omniscience, eternity, the Eucharist, sin, the Incarnation, 

and the Trinity. Diving Deeper will continue to meet, to ask questions, and to look for answers during winter quarter.  —Michael 

Schacher (Home Parish—Church of the Assumption, Bellingham) 

DIVING DEEPER 



Peer Minister Team! 

Luke Wall—PM of Retreats (Home Parish — Mary Queen of Peace, Sammamish) 
I’m a junior majoring in psychology and minoring in Spanish and philosophy. God has worked and is 
working tremendous grace in my life through the Newman community. I love giving back in any way I 
can. I love all things Catholic and possess a special love for Catholic apologetics and philosophy. I also 
enjoy good friends, the outdoors and earnest discussion. 

I am a history major, minoring in sociology and Latin American studies. I enjoy books, coffee, music 
and walks. I was raised Catholic and continue to discover the beauty of my faith. I am very excited to 
be serving and to show Christ's love to our campus!  

Vaya con Dios.  

Andrea Rodriguez—PM of Outreach (Home Parish— Our Lady of the Assumption, Leavenworth) 

Katy Schermerhorn—Pm of Administration (Home Parish — St. Augustine, Spokane) 
I am a fourth year at Western studying marketing with a minor in business analytics. I think it’s 
important to glorify God in all our works, so I am looking forward to transferring my business 
education to the Newman community as the PM of Admin. I enjoy writing, puzzles, spending time 
outside and Adoration. The people at the Newman have changed my life, and I can’t wait to see how 
God works this year!  

Michael Schacher—PM of Liturgy (Home Parish — Church of the Assumption, Bellingham) 
I was born in South Dakota, raised in Iowa, taken around the world by the Navy, and ended up staying 
in Washington. I love reading, praying and reading about praying. All the things I’ve learned in 
university pale in comparison to any one line of the Creed.  

Abyssus abyssum invocat 

This is my fourth year at Western and I am studying journalism. I love to play basketball, watch 
movies, read, hike and pet dogs. During my second year here I was brought back to the Church by the 
grace of God and never looked back.  

Memento Mori 

Justin Hecht—PM of Outreach (Home Parish — St. Andrew, Sumner) 

This is my fourth year at Western and I am majoring in elementary and special education. Finding a 
Catholic community in our Newman Center has helped me to fall back in love with my faith again, and 
it’s why I am excited to be a PM this year! I love making art, camping, reading and learning more about 
our beautiful faith!  

Amy Joyce—PM of Events  (Home Parish — Immaculate Conception, Mt. Vernon) 

This is my third year at WWU and I am studying kinesiology with a sport and exercise psychology 
specialization. I love to play soccer, hike, cook, read, ski, learn and compete at literally anything. The 
Lord has been so undeservedly good to me; I desire to live for Him and grow in love for Him daily! 

Claire Henninger—PM of Music (Home Parish — St. Joseph, Sequim) 

From 11 A.M. through 5 P.M. each day, the Newman 
Center was open as much as possible during the current 
pandemic. Through rigorous safety measures and full 
student participation in keeping us all safe, we were able 
to continue to meet in and use the Newman Center as a 
place of (distanced) gathering work and prayer for 
students.   

Thanks to the hard work of Maryellen Cooley, our 
Newman Center has never looked better. She devoted a 
lot of time over the summer to work on cleaning and 
improving the Newman Center, and we cannot thank 
her enough for all the hard work she did. Maryellen also 
did tremendous work in preparing socially distanced 
spaces for us to all gather.   

We have been blessed to have a chapel available with 
our Eucharistic Lord present available during open 
hours. This chapel was frequented by students seeking 
to further their prayer lives in the true presence of Jesus 
Christ. It is a reassuring sign to see so many college 
students that want to spend time with God every single 
day and made even better when we realize the great 
blessing of being able to maintain this safely even in the 
face of the pandemic.  

The Newman Center is also where you can find our lovely Newman Peer Minister Team: Andrea, Justin, 
Katy, Amy, Claire, Michael, and Luke. They have been working very hard to keep the operations of the 
Newman Center as smooth as possible and love to see new faces around the Newman house.   

The student population at large was also able 

to spend time working in the Newman 

Center prior to the second wave of pandemic 

protections. In addition to the two rotating 

members of the peer ministry staff present 

during open hours, students came in to 

spend time with each other and work on 

homework, within the social distancing 

protocols and extensive sanitation directed 

by the archdiocese.  

The Newman House 
OPEN HOURS 



Hello All!  

Wow, what a year this has been! As the academic year concluded 

in June, I left on maternity leave to prepare for the birth of our 

third daughter, Mollie Evelyn. Mollie joined us on July 5th and has 

been such a joyful addition! It was such a blessing to spend that 

time at home with my family.  

In September when I returned from maternity leave, the 2020-21 

Peer Ministry team, Fr. Ross, and I worked hard to make sure 

that students had access to the sacraments. As always, it was our 

number one priority. Students needed to know when and where 

sacraments were available, especially since the sacramental 

offerings were at Sacred Heart and not on campus. Next came 

the challenge of determining what programs, if  any, we could 

safely offer in-person.  

We brainstormed, talked with students, and looked at what Newman Centers elsewhere had in place. After ensuring 

we would be able to follow the protocols set in place by the diocese, we determined that we could safely offer a 

modified slate of programming for students to attend in-person. PRAISE THE LORD!!  

I am extremely grateful for the Peer Minister team and how they have stepped up this quarter. They have worked 

hard to keep the Newman Center sanitized, functional, and welcoming to students at WWU. They have reached out 

to their peers to make sure they are connected in a Bible study. These small groups have been crucial during this 

time. PLUS, we have added a new program for students, Diving Deeper. It has been an honor to accompany students 

as they ask questions and come to the table to learn about what the Church teaches more deeply.  

All of this said, I have high hopes for the following quarters! Students are excited to continue growing closer with 

one another and the Lord. We humbly ask for your prayers as we continue to minister to them while they are here 

during a pandemic. There is a lot of work to be done.  

In other exciting news, we have opened the search for a full-time Campus Minister so please keep this search in your 

prayers as well! This is a critical piece of the long-term vision for the Newman Center, as it will allow us to continue 

investing in the Peer Ministry team and students on campus while I work to develop relationships in Bellingham, 

Whatcom County, and the diocese in order to expand the ministry’s impact over the coming years.  

Thank you to all of you who are reading this! I am glad we have been able to share this quarter with you, and I pray 

it has brought a smile to your face and some joy to your day!  

In Christ,  

Emma Fisher 

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR— EMMA FISHER 
Friends of WWU Newman!  

Happy New Year! I honestly cannot believe we are in this new liturgical year 
— as Advent 2020 is well underway. It feels like just yesterday I was writing 
to you about the end of the academic year 2019-20 and all the ZOOMing 
that happened in spring quarter. Now I get to share about another quarter, 
and there have been some wonderful surprises!   

First surprise was the realization that we would be able offer in-person 
ministry! This was made possible by diligently following all safety protocols 
set forth by the Archdiocese. The Newman house was able to be open in a 
limited capacity. So that students had access to the chapel for personal prayer and access to other areas of the house 
in an environment where staff could ensure social distancing and masking protocols were followed. The Peer 
Ministers really stepped up to help in this area!  

For all of our other Newman offerings, it became clear that we needed a larger space as the Newman house simply 
could not contain the number of students and have everyone distanced appropriately. A wonderful challenge to have 
— and yet a challenge that needed to be overcome.   

Sacred Heart Parish, just down the road from WWU, was truly a beacon of light for us as it was most generous in 
hosting all of our programming (Sunday Night Newman Mass, Wednesday Newman Nights, Friday Nights Diving 
Deeper) both in the church and in the parish hall! 

We hoped and prayed students would still make the trek away from campus to Sacred Heart (multiple times a week) 
— as many students did NOT have vehicles. And yet, perhaps the most surprising and encouraging thing this 
quarter was to see the tremendous and consistent turnout of students at all of our offerings — overcoming the 
logical challenges of simply showing up!  

This is incredible news!  The desire and hunger for God is being realized on our campus and students are willing and 
able to overcome obstacles and challenges so that their Godly desires might be fulfilled—as witnessed by around 
30+ students consistently choosing to come and grow in their faith, despite the obstacles! And how humbling it is 
for me as their Chaplain to journey with and accompany them in their faith — especially in these most strange and 
uncertain times of COVID — and also in the present-day culture that is becoming more and more hostile to Christ 
and his Church.  

As the quarter comes to a close, I look back and my heart is full of gratitude for how the Lord has worked so 
powerfully this fall in spite of all the restrictions. I’m most grateful for the continued support and encouragement 
from the Archdiocese in this very important ministry.  I’m grateful for our most wonderful benefactors who give so 
generously.  I'm grateful for our FOCUS missionaries who serve with their whole being!  I’m grateful for Emma 
Fisher our most wonderful and professional Campus Director who keeps the ministry running smoothly, and also 
for our outstanding Peer Ministers who have embraced these challenging times as areas of opportunity rather than 
of crushing defeat. 

I humbly ask for your prayers – for our students, for our Peer Ministers, for our FOCUS missionaries, for Emma 

and myself- as we look forward to the winter quarter and beyond as we strive to serve the Lord most generously in 

all the ways he calls.  

Blessings,  

Fr. Ross 

A NOTE FROM THE CHAPLAIN— FR. ROSS 



WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
ENCOUNTER - EQUIP - EVANGELIZE 

STRIVING TO... 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? Pray, always!
Become a partner in the mission by donating monthly! We would love to talk to you 
about this. Please contact Emma Fisher directly for details.  

1. 

2. Do you have time, talent, or treasure you would like to share with the Newman 
Center? We want to hear from you! Please contact us to schedule a time to talk. 

 GO ONLINE : 

www.WWUNEWMAN.com/donate-now 

 MAIL CHECK TO:    

714A N Garden  

Bellingham, WA 98225 

HOW TO DONATE: 

 E-mail:  Emmafisher@wwunewman.com 

 Phone: 360.410.0218 

CONTACT US: 

3. 

THANK YOU!! 

2020-2021  

FOCUS MISSIONARY TEAM 
Left to Right 

Kevin Ward (Team Director) 

Megan Roder 

Taylor Thompson 

Malakai Gustilo-Rios

The last Newman Night of the quarter, with Deacon Eric Paige! 

The Dir. of Marriage and Family Life in the diocese.  

One time suggested donation of  $125! This is the cost for us to feed Newman 
students for one Newman Night.  

Please feel free to give more or less than the suggested amount!  
This is only a suggestion and we are grateful for your generosity,  whatever the amount. 
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